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Racism and Social Phobias

Where do you stand?

In the next few weeks, we will be reading Shakespeare’s Othello, the Moor of Venice. Through this play, we will encounter various social phobias and racial slanders. Although this play was written in 1603, these social issues are still prevalent in today’s society.  You will research social phobias and then conduct and experiment to see how people react, similar to the video we watched in class.
For this assignment, you will work individually. You will create a social experiment in which you will examine a social issue. You will also document the experiment in a 2-3 page double spaced summary. Here are some ideas:

· Dress very differently for a day. Document how your peers react.
· Conduct an anonymous biased survey where the questions are very partial or predisposed.
· Post a controversial Facebook status or Tweet and examine the reactions you get from your friends. 

· Think of something else? Make sure you run it by me before conducting your experiment.

You will find examples from Othello, The Moor of Venice that demonstrate the social phobia that you chose. In your summary, be sure to respond to the following:

1. How did the characters react in the play?

2. How do you think the audience reacted? (Be careful, do your research!)

3. How did you think the person being discriminated against feel and react?

4. Relate your experiment to any one of the characters in Othello, The Moor of Venice. How would this character react to the experiment if they were living in today’s society?  

You will present your experiment and examples from Othello, The Moor of Venice to the class. You can present a video, an archive post, or your survey results. Be sure to have some sort of visual presentation. Be creative!
Project Due: October 9, 2009
Rationale for Project
· This project is intended the 12th Grade Literature classroom.

· This video clip highlights some of the issues that Othello explores, but in a modern way. This video puts these issues in a context that they could relate to and understand. It may also show students that racism is still prevalent today. Students will achieve an understanding of the issues in Othello and society; understand why it is an issue, and why it is important to talk about today. 

· This assignment sheds light on the question of how far our society has come in over 400 years, since Shakespeare’s time. Othello, The Moor of Venice shows students how other people think or act when their guard is down and allows them to learn how society still struggles with the acceptance of the “other.” This matters beyond the classroom because it is relevant in the world and the student’s future. Racism and social phobias are important to everyone because everyone will inevitably be affected by it. 
Responding to the video

· How does this video make you feel?

· Do the people’s reactions anger you?

· How would you have reacted?

· Is it easier to be passive?

· Is it easier to speak up if someone else does it first?

· Does this still happen in today’s society?

· How would you feel is someone did this to you?

· Would you want someone else to speak up, or would you want to handle it on your own?

· Do you think people act like this based on class as well as skin color, or one of the two?

· Do you think this is more prevalent in different regions of the country?

· Do you think this happens in other countries based on different things?

In reality, this assignment might be too controversial for some students. We could edit the video down, and show the last part in which the people were standing up for the shopper.

